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Moderator Oscar Garcia, Director of the Independent Office 

of Evaluation of the International Fund for Agricultural 

Development;  

Fellow Panellists, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Let me begin my remarks this morning by thanking the 

African Development Bank management for inviting the 

Executive Director of the World Food Programme to 

deliver the keynote address for this session of the Bank’s 

Development Evaluation week.  

 

We value the common vision for Africa’s sustainable 

development that binds our two organizations; and we 
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are very grateful you have asked us to contribute to 

today’s dialogue.   

 

Your ‘High 5’ strategic priorities are consistent with 

WFP’s mandate, history and programme of work, and we 

believe that their achievement would help address many 

of the needs of Africa’s most vulnerable communities. In 

particular, we see ‘Feed Africa’ as a viable platform for 

broadening and deepening the strategic partnership that 

already exists between our two organizations, and a 

vehicle for enhancing our collaboration and cooperation 

at the global level. 

 

Nearly 14 months ago, world leaders adopted the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development, a comprehensive 

framework for a people-centred global charter for ending 

poverty, hunger and inequality in a balanced and 

integrated manner; and a once in a life time 

opportunity. 

 

The 2030 Agenda is ambitious in its reach, in the 

complexity of the challenges to be overcome, and in its 15-

year timeframe for achieving sustained results that will 

transform our world.  

 

Moreover, the 2030 Agenda situates humanitarian efforts 

within a broader context of human progress and 

development, with a strong commitment to leaving no 
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one behind. And through Sustainable 

Development Goal 2, our leaders have called for 

accelerated action to End hunger, achieve food security 

and improved nutrition and promote sustainable 

agriculture.  

 

The prominence of this goal affirms the resolve of African 

governments to address food and nutrition insecurity. 

Through jointly defined frameworks, including the 

Towards African Renaissance of July 2013, the Malabo 

Declaration of June 2014, and the African Union’s 

Agenda 2063, Africans have asserted their collective 

determination to rid Africa of hunger and malnutrition.   

 

Together, the global and continental expressions provide 

the vision that the world and the continent need to 

achieve Zero Hunger.  

 

Feeding Africa to achieve zero hunger will be 

challenging, particularly in Sub-Saharan Africa 

where one in four people are chronically malnourished; 

over 56 million or 40 percent of children under 5 years of 

age are stunted; 30 million are underweight; and 13 

million are moderately or severely wasted.  

 

The region remains home to a disproportionate share of 

the global burden of hunger and undernutrition at a time 

when the economic tailwinds that helped many countries 
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reduce extreme poverty and improve other human 

development indicators over the last decade are waning; 

and the impediments are multi-dimensional and 

complex:  

 Agricultural productivity must be raised and market 

access ensured to make food available to all;  

 Economic growth has to be more inclusive to create 

jobs and incomes, and infrastructure must be built to 

ensure access to food for all at all times;  

 Betther health, safe drinking water and adequate 

sanitation facilities will have to be provided, along 

with the promotion of dietary quality and diversity, 

for us to realize sustainable improvements in food 

utilization; and  

 Conflicts, natural disasters such as droughts and 

floods, and food price shocks that hamper the 

stability of food supplies will need to be addressed.  

We are heartened by the commitment of African 

governments and institutions such as the Bank to address 

these drivers of hunger and poor nutritional outcomes; 

and we do believe that together we possess not only the 

ambition but also the knowledge, technology and means 

to tackle all aspects of food insecurity and malnutrition in 

Africa.  

 

But where do we begin to fulfill our commitment, 

obligation and responsibility to the hundreds of 

millions for whom despair, depravity and 
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hopelessness have become the new normal? 

Where do we start to drive the transformative 

change that has eluded Africa for far too long, but 

must now be delivered in the interest of today 

and tomorrow’s generations?  

 

I believe we must start by focusing on the most vulnerable 

and the recognition that reaching Africa’s hungry poor 

requires a fundamental revolution in how we collectively 

work; and that doing business as usual is insufficient. If 

we fail to change what we do, and how much we do, we 

will not realize change in the time or at the scaled up 

levels required.  

 

In fact, if we keep responding in the same way, evidence 

suggests that by 2030 some 650 million people, many of 

them in Africa, will remain left behind, trapped in 

hunger’s vicious cycle.1  And if we fail to mitigate climate-

change by 2050, an additional 200 million, many in 

Africa again, will join the ranks of the hungry poor.  

 

Achieving food and nutrition security for those furthest 

behind, in Africa and in the world, thus requires 

addressing several blind-spots. 

 

The first is to address conflicts, which are 

increasingly at the root of protracted crises, and 

along with the resulting instability, the leading 

                                                           
1 Source: FAO, IFAD and WFP (2015). Investments Need for Eliminating Hunger by 2030. 
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causes of food insecurity and undernutrition. In 

1990, 12 countries in Africa were facing food crises, of 

which only four were in protracted crises. Just 20 years 

later, a total of 24 countries in Africa were in food crises, 

with 19 of these in crisis for eight or more of the previous 

ten years. Protracted crises render much of the 

population acutely vulnerable to death, disease and 

disruption to their means of living.   

 

More than 125 million people are currently affected by 

humanitarian crises,2 including in conflict settings such 

as Nigeria, South Sudan and the Central Africa Republic 

where people are up to three times more likely to be 

undernourished. The continued proliferation and 

fragmentation of conflicts in these and other countries is 

leading to increased displacement and growing 

humanitarian needs.  

 

Greater effort toward reconciliation and understanding 

will be required, and strong political commitment is 

necessary to address the roots of protracted crises. Action 

should focus on addressing vulnerability, respecting basic 

human rights and integrating humanitarian and 

development assistance. 

 

The second action is to address climate risks for 

smallholder farmers. We must prioritize support to 

                                                           
2 “Commitment to Action – Transcending humanitarian-development divides – Changing People’s Lives: From Delivering 
Aid to Ending Need.” World Humanitarian Summit. 
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smallholder farmers, especially those who are impacted 

by climate change and conflict. Some 70 percent of the 

world’s 1.4 billion people who live on less than a dollar 

twenty five cents a day, depend on rain-fed agriculture; 

and many of these are in Africa. Smallholder farmers are 

at the frontline of food security and stability in Africa.  

 

Climate change affects all of the components of food 

security: availability, access, utilization and stability. 

According to FAO, climate change could reduce potential 

agricultural output by up to 30 percent in Africa, and 

cause food prices in Africa to rise by 12 percent in 2030 

and 70 percent by 2080. 

 

Supporting smallholders must translate into increasing 

and scaling up economic opportunity while equipping 

them with the ability to adapt to climate hazards. We 

must scale up efforts to provide the right tools, training, 

infrastructure investments, as well as predictable market 

access that will enable small food producers to not only 

feed their own families but achieve productive, resilient 

and sustainable livelihoods. 

 

Realizing the potential of Africa’s small farms will require 

employing new tools, including mobile technology for 

information transfer as well money management; and 

expanding access to data analysis tools that will enable 

governments and other organizations to more effectively 
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support farmer needs and increase private sector 

investment.  

 

The third blind spot is the extension of social 

protection and safety nets to address the 

challenges of the bottom quintile, and to leave no 

one behind. 

 

Social protection comes in many forms, including cash 

transfers, school meals, public works schemes, and 

insurance programmes. In conflict settings, protracted 

crises or simply situations of extreme poverty, including 

in Africa, school meals efficiently combat hunger and 

reduce absenteeism, and they provide incentives for 

children, particularly girls, to learn and stay in school. 

 

In Ethiopia for example, productive safety nets have 

proven instrumental for empowering rural dwellers; cash 

has been used as an incentive for communities to 

transform their livelihoods and landscapes, and through 

terrace farming decades of environmental degradation 

have been reversed.  

 

Rolling-out social protection for all the world’s hungry 

people, including Africa, may seem like a pipe-dream; it 

is not. A 2015 study undertaken together with FAO and 

IFAD estimates that an average annual investment of 

only $267 billion dollars would be required. This is just a 

fraction of hunger’s estimated $3.5 billion yearly cost.    
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The fourth action is to empower women, and in 

so doing reinforce their roles as the drivers of 

development and peace.  

Once and for all, we must end women’s disempowerment, 

providing them with equitable access to hope and 

opportunity. In too many places around the world 

including Africa, women’s lack of equitable access to 

opportunity presents a fundamental barrier to the 

achievement of Zero Hunger through denial of access to 

the basic services, education and resources required to 

fulfil their own potential and that of their communities.  

 

In Sub-Saharan Africa where women provide between 40 

and 80 percent of the labour-force on smallholder farms, 

and are often responsible for post-harvest handling and 

marketing activities, only 5 percent of extension 

resources are targeted specifically to women; they own or 

manage less than a quarter of the total agricultural land; 

and they access less than 10% of all agricultural credit. 

 

We’ve all heard the often repeated fact that if women 

could equitably access the necessary seeds, tools and 

credit, we could increase Sub-Saharan Africa’s yields by 

20 to 30 percent. And as we at WFP know, if women were 

given equal status as men, we could unite the 

disenfranchised and promote agendas for the common 

good through their leadership, and improve child 

nutrition.  
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The world’s poorest women require well-designed social 

protection together with targeted financial investments 

such as credit or program implementation, including 

extension schemes to empower them to transform their 

lives. We must leverage the opportunities technology 

presents to connect those who are culturally or 

geographically isolated, to provide them with the 

information required to increase the quality and quantity 

of their yields, to access credit and to inform their 

productive participation in higher value markets. These 

changes must be accompanied by land policy reform 

which gives the most vulnerable more access to land 

ownership, including inheritance opportunities. 

 

The fifth and final blind spot is to harness the 

power and embrace the opportunity for building 

strategic partnerships to feed Africa and to 

achieve zero hunger in our lifetime. Progress on the 

two fronts will depend on partnerships that go beyond 

and across sectors and areas of expertise. Multi-

stakeholder engagement is crucial.  

 

WFP is committed to building strategic alliances at local, 

regional and global levels that transcend humanitarian-

development divides, support local capacities, meet 

people’s needs, and reduce risk and vulnerability.  

 



11 
 

We believe we all must bring together our 

responsibilities, capacities, and strengths to help 

governments and their countries achieve better zero 

hunger outcomes. The challenge for all of us is to go 

beyond our usual circles of co-operation and to revitalize 

partnerships that facilitate the type of change our 

common goal requires.  

 

 

Mr. Moderator, Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

The Sustainable Development Goals and Africa’s 

continental frameworks are a once-in-a-generation 

chance for all of us –governments, private sector, donors, 

national NGOs, international NGOs, civil society, UN 

agencies – to work together in addressing these critical 

blind spots.   

 

Doing so will ensure that Africans, particularly the 

poorest and most vulnerable people, not only have the 

opportunity to feed themselves today and tomorrow, but 

that they also have the hope that we will consign hunger 

to history.  

 

Thank you.  

 


